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Her abuser, who had prior felony con-
victions, found a loophole, purchased a 
gun online with no background check, 
no waiting period, nothing. Catherine 
was shot three times trying to protect 
her 10-year-old daughter. Her daughter, 
Sami, the girl she called her best friend 
and her inspiration, died in her arms. 

These mothers, and thousands more 
like them, get up every single morning 
and summon the bravery to be beacons 
for change this country is asking for. 
Although their lives are forever 
changed by violence, they take it upon 
themselves to fight for their commu-
nities, tell their stories, and make sure 
that no other family has to experience 
this horror. 

My question, Mr. Speaker, is this: If 
everyday people, moms like Felicia and 
Catherine, can find the courage to fight 
for change, why is their courage met 
with the cowardice of silence? 

Let’s have a vote, have the debate to 
honor the lives that they have lost and 
that we have lost as a country, and 
let’s end this stony, callous silence. 

f 

NATIONAL MANUFACTURING DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. REED) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize October 7 as National 
Manufacturing Day here in America. 
As the bipartisan co-chair of the House 
Manufacturing Caucus, with my good 
friend from Ohio, TIM RYAN, I think it 
is only right that we stand to recognize 
the efforts of U.S. manufacturing 
across our great country. 

We care about U.S. manufacturing 
because it brings family-sustaining, 
good quality jobs to the 12.33 million 
workers that are employed in the 
United States in the manufacturing in-
dustry. That is 9 percent of our work-
force, Mr. Speaker, and it contributes 
$2.17 trillion to the U.S. economy on an 
annual basis. 

In my district alone, in western New 
York, the 23rd Congressional District, 
Mr. Speaker, there are over 404 manu-
facturers who employ approximately 
44,000 people. That is food on the table, 
Mr. Speaker. That is roofs over the 
heads of those workers and their fami-
lies, and it provides an opportunity for 
those families and the generation that 
follows with an opportunity to succeed 
and advance in their life. 

It is only right, Mr. Speaker, that we 
join together, on a bipartisan basis, to 
support U.S. manufacturing in Amer-
ica. That is why I partnered with my 
good friend on the other side, JOE KEN-
NEDY, to author and finally get passed 
into law the Revitalize American Man-
ufacturing and Innovation Act that is 
the source of innovation in advanced 
manufacturing going forward. 

That is also why I support an all-of- 
the-above energy plan. That is why we 
have also put forth a plan in writing to 
advance the energy effort here in 
America. 

Also, on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee on which I serve, I am fully 

committed to a better way when it 
comes to revising and reforming the 
American Tax Code. It is time for us to 
have a fair, simple, and competitive 
Tax Code for all Americans. 

On the trade front, Mr. Speaker, I 
stand in unison with my colleagues on 
the other side who want to make sure 
that we have fair trade; that we have 
enforceable agreements where unfair 
practices by countries that violate the 
spirit, the rules, and the law of trade 
are held accountable. That is why we 
need to make sure that when we en-
gage in these trade negotiations going 
forward that we have trade agreements 
that not only open our market but 
also, most importantly, open the mar-
ket of the 95 percent of the world’s con-
sumers that live outside of America’s 
borders. 

We need to stand with U.S. manufac-
turers in those negotiations. We need 
to make sure that U.S. manufacturing 
interests are put at the foremost pri-
ority of the negotiation points. 

There is a firm philosophy that I ad-
here to in our office when it comes to 
U.S. manufacturing. We have one of 
the greatest, if not the greatest—no, 
strike that, Mr. Speaker. We have the 
greatest workforce in the world. We 
have the brightest minds in the world 
in America, and we have the ability to 
make it here and sell it there. 

So I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing October 7 as U.S. Manufac-
turing Day. And if you are so inclined, 
join us in the U.S. Manufacturing Cau-
cus, so you can be an active member 
participating in the debate to advance 
U.S. manufacturing interests so that 
we do, again, make it here to sell it 
across the world, and we put America’s 
manufacturing interests first in all 
conversations that we have. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE IS A PUBLIC 
HEALTH CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. PELOSI) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, there is a 
public health emergency in our coun-
try. Are you thinking of Zika? Are you 
thinking of opioids? Yes, they are pub-
lic health emergencies, but there is an-
other ongoing, long-term public health 
emergency, and that is gun violence. 

I thank the chair of our task force, 
Mr. THOMPSON; Mr. LARSON for orga-
nizing it; the great icon, JOHN LEWIS, 
for galvanizing all of the concern in the 
Congress around this issue; DAVID 
CICILLINE and, of course, our distin-
guished Member we just heard from, 
Congresswoman CLARK from Massachu-
setts, for their leadership. 

ROBIN KELLY of Illinois has been a 
champion, and so has JUDY CHU. So 
many Members have taken the lead on 
this issue, as ELIZABETH ESTY did be-
fore she was even sworn in in Congress, 
addressing the concerns at Newtown. 

Ninety-one people lose their life to 
gun violence every day. That is not a 
statistic, that is an outrage. It is a 

challenge to the conscience of our Na-
tion to end Congress’ appalling inac-
tion on gun violence prevention. 

Across America, communities are 
standing up, speaking out, and lighting 
the way. A preventable public health 
crisis is taking the lives of our chil-
dren, our neighbors, and our friends. 
You would think that when the lives of 
little children in school were taken 
that that would be the end of it, that 
would end the discussion, and that any 
common ground that we could find to 
expand the background checks, which 
is not a big thing really, in terms of 
just including Internet sales and gun 
shows—just expanding what we have, 
not a big legislative move but would 
make a tremendous difference in sav-
ing lives in our country. 

This Congress must hear the voices 
of those calling for action to keep guns 
out of the wrong hands. And I want to 
just talk about some of the voices that 
I recently heard when I was in Florida 
a couple of weeks ago. I went to Or-
lando and visited Pulse, the nightclub 
where the gun violence there took 
place. It was gun violence, and it was a 
hate crime, which is a deadly combina-
tion. 

When I met with the families and 
some of the survivors there to hear 
their concerns about hate crimes and 
gun violence, they said to me, really to 
a person, please do something to stop 
gun violence. As consumed as they 
were with the fact that this was a hate 
crime, the gun violence issue was what 
each one of them spoke about, that 
they had lost their loved ones. 

These are young people out on a Sat-
urday night. One mom who went there 
to take her son to see his friends and 
the rest and make sure he was safe, the 
mom died, and the son survived. Any 
mom would prefer that outcome, but 
why does that have to be the choice? 

So here they are: if you are in kin-
dergarten, if you are in the movie the-
ater, or if you are in church praying, as 
was referenced by our colleagues about 
South Carolina—that was a hate crime, 
too. The awful statements made by the 
perpetrator of that crime where he ex-
ploited the hospitality that was ex-
tended to him to pray together, and 
then for him to make his hateful re-
marks, racist remarks, and then do vi-
olence on the people who had welcomed 
him to pray with them. 

So where is it that people are safe? 
What can we do to make a difference? 

Well, for one thing, if you are too 
dangerous to fly, you should be too 
dangerous to buy a gun. Eighty to 90 
percent of the American people sub-
scribe to that. That shouldn’t be con-
troversial in the Congress. 

We are supposed to be Representa-
tives representing the will of the peo-
ple. And where there is consensus—we 
have enough disagreement, but where 
there is consensus, a public health 
emergency, and loss of life, even to lit-
tle children, people in church, young 
people out on the town, people going to 
the movies, what is it that our col-
leagues don’t understand? 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:30 Sep 15, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K14SE7.006 H14SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5444 September 14, 2016 
b 1045 

What is it that our colleagues don’t 
understand? In addition to keeping 
guns out of the hands of those who are 
too dangerous to fly, our Nation de-
pends on keeping guns out of the hands 
of those who shouldn’t have them, 
again, just simply expanding to gun 
shows and Internet sales. Yet House 
Republicans won’t even give the Amer-
ican people a vote. 

Give us a vote and see how it goes. 
What are you afraid of? Are you afraid? 
Are you afraid that the American peo-
ple will be done and that we will have 
a successful vote on no fly, no buy, 
strengthening our background check 
system? 

So we are going to be leaving soon. 
Before we left for the summer, under 
the leadership of our distinguished 
leader, whom we all consider a privi-
lege to call colleague, JOHN LEWIS, 
there was a sit-in on the floor of this 
House that reverberated across the 
country. Then we left. Congress shut 
down and we left. 

We are about to do so again, but we 
have a little time. We have a little 
time to save lives. What more impor-
tant thing does any of us have to do 
than to stay here and pass a law to 
save lives? If somebody said to you: 
You could save 90 lives by passing a bill 
today, wouldn’t you do that? Or, why 
wouldn’t you do that? Why wouldn’t 
you do that? 

It is really quite a sad thing when 
people go to the movies—as my col-
league, Mr. ISRAEL, keeps pointing out. 
When they go to the movies, usually 
they are concerned about are they 
going to be able to get their popcorn 
and their whatever in time to get a 
seat in the theater. Now they want to 
know where the nearest exit is when 
they go to the theater. What is that 
about? 

Some people say it is about politics 
and it is just too politically dangerous 
for some of our colleagues to vote for 
the simple expansion of the back-
ground check legislation and passing 
no fly, no buy. It is politically dan-
gerous to them. Whose political sur-
vival is more important than the lives 
of these children, of those people in 
church, and of those young people out 
on a Saturday night, people going to 
the movies? Whose political survival is 
more important than protecting the 
American people? That is the oath we 
take, to protect and defend, whether it 
is the Constitution, whether it is pro-
tecting our country’s national secu-
rity, our neighborhood security, or our 
personal security. 

So let’s honor our oath of office. Let 
us honor our sense of responsibility. 
Let us respond to those moms and fam-
ily members and survivors from polls 
that said: Why? Why are you not pass-
ing legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives to prevent gun violence, 
to save lives—to save lives? 

So, in any case, I think it is really 
important. I thank Mr. LARSON for, 
again, bringing us together. We are not 

going away. This will go on and go on 
and go on until we disarm hate. We are 
here to save lives here and across the 
country. We are not going to stop until 
we enact gun violence prevention laws. 
We are not going to stop until we get 
the job done. 

Again, I thank our leaders on this 
important issue. I thank the gentleman 
from California (Mr. THOMPSON) for his 
leadership for years now on this sub-
ject. Again, hopefully, it won’t be too 
long before our colleagues see the light 
and decide that their political survival 
is not more important than the sur-
vival of little children in first grade. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all persons in the 
gallery that they are here as guests of 
the House and that any manifestation 
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of 
the House. 

f 

HONORING SHELBY POLICE DE-
PARTMENT’S OFFICER TIM 
BRACKEEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to deliver a speech to this body 
that no one wants to deliver. It is with 
a heavy heart that I speak today in 
honor of Tim Brackeen, an officer with 
the Shelby, North Carolina, Police De-
partment, who was mortally wounded 
in the line of duty this past weekend. 

Officer Brackeen was doing his job, 
keeping our community safe, when he 
was shot in the line of duty very early 
Saturday morning. He passed away 
from his injuries on Monday. 

Officer Brackeen was only 38 years 
old. He leaves behind his wife, Mikel, 
and a 4-year-old daughter, Daphne. 

Officer Brackeen was a law enforce-
ment officer who loved his job and 
loved what he was doing. He had been 
with the Shelby Police Department 
since 2004 and, prior to that, was a de-
tention officer with the Cleveland 
County Sheriff’s Office. For the past 
several years, he had worked as a K–9 
officer with his partner, Ciko. He had a 
passion for his work and was well- 
known throughout the community. Of-
ficer Brackeen and his dog, Ciko, often 
did demonstrations to show how offi-
cers and their K–9 partners work to-
gether to keep us safe. 

In 2012, Officer Brackeen’s service 
and dedication to his duty was recog-
nized as he was named the Shelby Po-
lice Officer of the Year. The city of 
Shelby is a truly special place, and so 
was this police officer. 

It was Shelby Police Chief Jeff 
Ledford who summed up the officer 
best when he said: ‘‘Tim was a great 
person. If you want to know what Tim 
was like, just look around this town.’’ 

He is exactly right because, Mr. 
Speaker, Shelby is that very special 
place. It is a tight-knit community 

that still exhibits what it really means 
to be a community. That was clear 
Monday night when hundreds and hun-
dreds of people in this small town rep-
resenting a variety of backgrounds 
packed the Court Square to pray for 
Officer Brackeen’s family and his fel-
low officers. It is clear as you drive 
around Shelby and the rest of Cleve-
land County and see the black and blue 
ribbons and the messages of sympathy 
that adorn the windows of businesses 
and homes. It was clear yesterday as 
police officers, firefighters, and every-
day citizens lined the streets and over-
passes to pay respect to this fallen law 
enforcement officer as the procession 
traveled to the funeral home. 

This is not the first time I have spo-
ken on the House floor about the 
Shelby Police Department. In June of 
2015, after the tragedy in Charleston, 
that horrific violence that occurred 
there, it was the Shelby Police Depart-
ment that apprehended that vile shoot-
er in that event. What we saw then was 
a community where faith leaders from 
every part of that region worked hand 
in hand with law enforcement to re-
place the divisions we see in other 
parts of the country with conversation 
and understanding that represents the 
best of what is in western North Caro-
lina. I have no doubt Shelby will re-
spond to this tragedy in similar fash-
ion. 

With the perpetrator of this heinous 
crime captured, our focus turns solely 
to paying tribute to Officer Brackeen 
and his life of service. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my condo-
lences to Officer Brackeen’s family and 
to the entire Shelby Police Department 
as they mourn this tragic loss. May we 
keep his family, fellow officers, and all 
our men and women in blue in our 
prayers. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today disappointed by the lack of 
leadership on display in this House. 
Gun violence is a terror in many of our 
communities, and we must stop it. In 
2016, we have had more than 10,000 pre-
ventable gun deaths in America. 

Consider this: this past Labor Day, 
the city I represent, Chicago, saw its 
500th homicide of the year. We have 
seen 3,000 people, alone, shot in 2016— 
3,000 shot, 500 dead, and 90 murdered in 
August, alone, in one city. 

Too often we write gun violence off 
as an urban condition. But the gun 
deaths we are facing are not only 
urban; it is everywhere and impacts us 
all: 

Kids died in Newtown; people were 
murdered on live TV in Roanoke and 
massacred in Orlando. Gun violence 
has altered the lives of Speaker RYAN’s 
constituents in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. 
It turned fatal for Nykea Aldridge, a 
mother of four young children in Chi-
cago, who was just walking back from 
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